
Malachi – Derek Ewin - TEACHING NOTES REVISED 

 

OVERVIEW 

 

Individual v. Nation – STORY 

Working through individuals 

 Did Not work 

  1800 yrs Adam to Noah – only Noah and family left 

  Noah to Abraham – Tower of Babel etc, very little information 

Nation 

 Chose Abraham 

  Unconditional Covenant 

   Abe believed and God credited it as … 

   Gen 12 

    Descendants/Nation 

    Land 

    Bless 

    Curse  

    Bless world through him 

  Most other covenants conditional 

   If act in a way that reflects who God is 

   Because if not, then God can’t reveal self 

  So had to correct non reflective behavior 

   Very patient here 

  Israel failed at revealing God 

   Temple/Israel never consistently revealed who God is 

    Because of how they put temple into practice 

     Exclusive instead of inclusive 

     Idols 

  God still revealed by showing Grace to Israel 

  God’s covenant to Abe – 5 things 

   Had to keep it – unconditional 

 Jesus 

  Became Israel on Israel’s behalf 

  To fulfill covenant 

  To reveal who God is and how he wants to relate to us 

 This whole STORY reveals God 

 

Where are we in the story in Malachi? 

 

INTRODUCTION OF MALACHI – BACKGROUND OF BOOK 

Malachi: My Messenger  

  Given name 

 

Time Line: 538/537 First Return 

516 Temple completed 



458 Ezra returns 

445 Nehemiah returns and builds walls 

432 Nehemiah’s reforms 

333/323 Greece gains control over Israel 

 

Written: After completion of temple  

  Persian control 

  Probably around or just after Ezra and Nehemiah 

  For sure b/t 516 BC and 330 BC 

 

12
th

 of the Minor Prophets 

 

Ends Old Testament by looking forward to John the Baptist 

 

Problems being faced by Israel (God does not appear to be involved) 

READ HAG 2:6-9 and 3:20-22; PSALM 68, Zech: 2:10-13; 10:6-12 

 Not autonomous – small province of Persia 

 Small amount of Jewish population 

  Only 50,000 or so returned from captivity 

  Many not know their ancestry 

 Israel is poor 

  Not wealthy 

  Struggle for food etc 

  Droughts etc 

 Prophecies of Glorious future 

  Not realized 

  It has likely been 100+ years since return 

 God has not come to His temple/sanctuary w/ majesty and power 

  Read Psalm 68 

  Probably 50 to 100 years since temple rebuilt 

 Prophecies of Messiah – one who is to come – unfulfilled 

  Daniel 7 

 

Israelites losing Hope/Discouraged 

 Temple rebuilt but God not returned 

 Returned to land but no autonomy or glory or power 

  Will continue that way until 1948??? 

 (Aside – Israel’s heyday only lasted about 50-70 yrs) 

  (Part of David and Solomon’s lives) 

  (never world power before – split and never world pwr after) 

 

Lead to Israelites questioning God’s judgment of unrighteousness 

Leads to lack of desire to follow Torah 

 Does this sound familiar??? 

 

Many of same problems as Ezra and Nehemiah 



 Mixed Marriages 

 Failure to Tithe 

 Not keeping the Sabbath 

 Corrupt Priests 

 Social Problems 

 

Message is meant to give hope and encourage 

 Lays out Jews responsibilities  

 Reminds who God is and about his covenants 

 Reminds that it is the people, not God that has resulted in their situation 

  (like Alex with cheerleading) 

 

Book sandwiched by curses 

 Beginning – fate of Edom 

  Example of Gods love for Israel 

 End – curse of land if Messiah not accepted 

  Example of God reaching out to Israel yet being rejected 

 

 

THROUGH THE TEXT 

 

GOD REMINDS OF STORY – Chapt 1:1-5 

By reminding of Jacob/Esau – reminding of STORY (Deut 7:6) 

 1400 year old example of God’s continuing love 

  Shows he is faithful 

  Israelites may be discouraged, but have to see the miracle 

   that they still exist at all 

  Edomites forced from homeland by Arabs 

   550-400 BC 

  Nabonidus (last king of Babylon) appears to have brought destruction 

   On the Edomites 

 Hate/love 

  Hate is in comparison to how much God loves Israel 

   Ie:  Luke 14:26 & Matt 10:37 

 Need a historical reminder 

  Because it will be another 400 +/- years till Christ 

  Another 2350 years until Israel an autonomous nation again 

  And who knows how many years till final “Day of the Lord” 

 

COVENANT 

 Deuteronomy – major covenantal book 

  Love relationship between God and people 

  Covenants 

   Obey the law – blessed 

   Disobey the law - cursed 

 Malachi – deals with many commands/language from Deut 



  Renewing the covenant 

  God is saying: 

   I’m still here 

   I am keeping my covenant 

   You need to keep yours 

    If so, the blessings will come as stated in Torah 

    If not, the curses will still apply as stated in Torah 

 

“The covenant with Yahweh is the umbrella under which the whole life of the people 

with him and with each other is played out.” 

 

SIX ISSUES 

 

Overview 

Yahweh through Malachi 

 Describes His character 

 Challenges the abuses of his people 

 Maps out his judgement 

God’s love of His people is shown through his covenants 

God’s judgment is based on the people’s violation of the covenants 

 

Breaking of covenants lead to exile 

Malachi is reminding/warning/trying to prevent the Israelites from doing this again 

 

Question / Answer on some 

 

Truth about his nature to the people (1:2-5) 

God loves His people 

Example of Edom v. Israel 

Love is a choice 

God sees Israel as his son (1:6; 3:17) (Deut 14:1; 1:31) 

 

Dispute about the contempt the priests are showing God (1:6-2:9) 

God is father and master who deserves honor 

Question: how have we shown contempt? 

Answer: By offering defiled food on God’s altar 

 

Priests have been bringing blind, diseased animals for sacrifice (1:8) 

 Goes against Lev 22:18-22 

 How is God’s name going to be great among the nations (which it will be 1:11)? 

  if His own people don’t show him respect ? 

 Shows contempt for God (1:13) 

God is sarcastic and angry 

“Try offering this to your gov” (1:8) 

 “I will rebuke your descendants (2:3) 

  Mafia – Jerry Grassi 



 “I will spread the offal from you sacrifices on your faces” (2:3) 

Because of the way they are treating the sacrifice, God is causing Israel to be despised 

 Their heart is in the wrong place (2:2) 

God wants to keep his covenant with Phinehas (Numbers 25:10-13) 

 For a lasting priesthood 

 See also Jer 33:21 and Neh 13:29 for other ref to covenant with Priests 

 

“In every place incense and pure offerings will be brought in my name.” (1:11) 

 This is huge – suggests that the temple will become obsolete  

 Up to this point, the temple was where pure offerings needed to be made 

  The temple was the place of forgiveness 

  At some point it no longer will be the only place (or even the place) 

 Messianic  

 

Priests are supposed to be the teachers of the Torah at this time (2:7) 

 If they don’t instruct correctly, the people will not know truth 

 They did not all have their own Bibles 

Post exile (see Haggai) the high priest has been elevated to equality with the king 

 Makes it that much more impt that priests have the right heart 

  Pre-exile:  where the king went the people went 

  Post-exile:  High Priest has much more of that influence 

   Maccabees 

   Priests under Greek rule – see history in Daniel 

God is protective and does not want his people led astray (2:8) 

 

Dispute about Israel’s covenant breaking (2:10-16) 

God is father and creator of all 

Question: how have we profaned the covenant of our ancestors? 

Answer: by divorcing the wife of your youth 

 

Israelites appear to be divorcing their Israelite wives and marrying foreigners 

 Problem 

  Breaking marriage covenant with first wife 

   Appears that marriage between believers is a covenant 

  Marrying foreign woman - Leads to Idol worship 

   Calls them daughters of foreign gods (2:11) 

  Worshiping as if this is no problem 

 Marriage perpetuates Godly offspring 

  Parents raising children in way of the Lord 

 Refers back to Gen 2:24 – that God made them one flesh 

 

God appears to feel that breaking the marriage covenant with you wife 

 Is the same a breaking a covenant with him 

  He will not pay attention to their offerings (2:13) 

 



So question:  If God hates divorce, would he have agreed with Ezra and Nehemiah’s 

solution to marriage to foreign women by sending them away? 

 Especially interesting since  

  Torah allows divorce 

  Jesus spoke strongly against it 

 Matter of heart 

 

Dispute about God’s Justice (2:17-3:5) 

God is the God of Justice 

Question: how have we wearied him? 

Answer by accusing God of honoring or ignoring evil 

 

Appears this must be cynical questioning or not directing the question to God 

 Questioning in the form of creating dissention etc. 

 (not “God where are you?” directed at God) 

 

God gives the example of the Day of the Lord as proof that Justice wins 

 See below 

But points out that they will be held accountable also 

 

God will refine 

 Priests/Levites first 

 Other “sinners” next 

  Sorcerers, adulterers, perjurers 

  Those who defraud laborers of their pay 

  Those who oppress the widows and fatherless 

  Those who deprive aliens of justice 

 

Appears to be purifying the temple 

 Interesting how Jesus condemns the temple and we become the temple 

 

Dispute concerning repentance (3:6-12) 

God does not change, but you must 

Question: how do we return to God? 

Answer: by not robbing God of the tithe 

 

God says they have turned away from his decrees and have not kept them 

 They ask how they can return 

 He says they are robbing him 

 They way out is by bringing the whole tithe 

 

Bring your whole tithe 

 TEST HIM IN THIS 

  He will open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that  

   Food (2 King 7:2, 19; Psalm 78:23-24) 

  They will not have room enough for it (3:10) 



  He will alter nature for them 

   Pests, vines 

  As an example to the nations – purpose of Israel 

   Nation will call you blessed (Gen 12:2-3) 

 Matter of heart (see Jesus with widow’s mite) 

 

Tithing was taking care of Gods house and Levites (Deut 14:22-29) 

 Also cares for: aliens, fatherless, widows 

Tithe so God can bless you in the work of your hands (Deut 14:29) 

 Comes with a promise or “positive condition” 

 Does not say: if you don’t I will destroy etc 

 Positive: Do it so I can bless you in the work of your hands 

 

NOTE 

So the Levites and Priests are scolded etc for not doing their job right 

The people are scolded for not taking care of the Priests/Levites 

 

COOL STATEMENT: Story!!! (3:6) 

 “I the Lord do not change, So you, O descendants of Jacob are not destroyed”  

  What a huge statement 

  Only reason they still exists is because God is Faithful 

   Keeps His covenants 

   Promise to Abraham (Gen 12) 

 

Dispute about harsh words against the Lord (3:13-4:3) 

God accuses the people of harsh words 

Question: What have we said against you? 

Answer: You have said it is futile to serve God 

 

Points out that people have been essentially saying the evil prosper and those who 

challenge God do fine (3:14-15) 

 Essentially saying (and quite possibly acting) like there is no reason to serve God 

 

But not all the people were like this (Remnant) 

 Group who feared the Lord (3:16) 

 They talked with each other  

encouraged each other about God 

probably said that what people were saying was wrong 

 God had a scroll written in remembrance of them 

 He is possessive about them (3:17) 

NOTE: Not all Israel is saved, but only the remnant who feared the Lord (3:16) 

  

A day is coming when you will see the distinction 

 

DAY OF THE LORD/PROMISE OF WHAT IS TO COME (3:1-5; 4:1-6) 

 



Malachi is not just coming down for wrong doing 

He is presenting HOPE by the talking about the Day of the Lord 

 

Mark opens with a mixed quote of Isaiah 40:3 and Malachi 3:1 (Read Mark 1:2-3) 

 

Day of the Lord (3:1) 

 When Lord returns to his temple 

  This is what they think they are hoping for and expect soon 

 Rough day (3:2-4) 

  People will be refined, starting with Priests etc (Israelites) 

 

 

 The righteous will rise with healing wings 

 Will leap for joy like calves released from stall 

 Wicked will be trampled 

 

God will send prophet Elijah before that (3:1, 4:5) 

 Will turn hearts of fathers to children and children to fathers 

 Role of a prophet – bring repentance before the Day of the Lord 

 

LAWS OF MOSES (and Prophets) STILL APPLY POST EXILE 

 Remember the law of Moses – meaning Torah (4:4) 

 If hearts don’t turn  

  God will strike the land with a curse 

 

(note: they did not accept Jesus so land was cursed – AD 70 and following 1900 years) 

 

Also mentions Elijah 

 Possibly dual meaning 

  John the Baptist 

  Law and the Prophets still apply post exile 

 

The law of Moses is always tempered with the mercy and forgiveness pointed out by the 

prophets. 

 

GOD IS/WILL BE THE GOD OF THE NATIONS 

We have seen this theme before – Israel is light to the world 

 b/c God wants the world 

Difference 

 Temple / Jerusalem seems to be unnecessary (2:10-11) 

Important because Israel rejects the Messiah 

 End of Malachi which results in destruction of Temple and Jerusalem 


